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RVAC MEMBERSHIP MEETING 

Date: July 20, 2023 
5:30pm to 7:30pm 

Location: Teleconference 
CO-Chairs: Sandra Griffith-Bonaparte 
Minutes prepared by: Tracey Evans 

 

Present:     Regrets: 

Sandra Griffith-Bonaparte (Co-Chair) 
Rasha Alnaqueeb 
Noha Haydari (Co-Chair) 
Anne-Marie Bostic 
Beverly Brown 
Behiye Cinkilic     Resource Person: Kenny Kashirahamwe/ 
Abigail Dingwall-(Guest PSAC Student) 
Tracey Evans 
Doreen Grant-Thompson - (Observer: Retired member)  
Elizabeth Guerrero 
Carl Laguerre  
Hayley Millington 
Edith Nganga 
Joanne Robinson - (Observer: Retired member)    
 
WELCOME: 
 
The meeting was called to order by Co-Chair Sandra Griffith-Bonaparte at 5:50 PM.  It was determined 
that there was quorum, so the meeting could commence.  

Land Acknowledgement and Harassment Statements Read by Doreen Grant Thompson 

ADOPTION OF AGENDA: 

The motion to pass the Agenda as amended was moved by brother Carl Laguerre and seconded by sister 
Behiye Cinkilic. – all were in favour. 

REVIEW OF PREVIOUS MINUTES:  The minutes were deferred as they were not ready. 

ADOPTION OF PREVIOUS MINUTES: Minutes deferred 

BUSINESS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES: Deferred 
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NEW BUSINESS: 

Emancipation Day: Sandra discussed that RVAC should host an event for Emancipation Day (August 
1).  Although time was tight, members agreed that something should be done. A small committee was 
struck to come up with a theme and date. Committee – Sandra Griffith-Bonaparte, Carl Laguerre, Joanne 
Robinson, Tracey Evans, Doreen Grant-Thompson. Secretarial Note: Committee decided to host a 
post Emancipation Day Event – this was scheduled to take place on the 17th of August 2023. 

Issue:  Carl informed the membership the retirees can participate in events but cannot be paid – as this 
was not an issue – item closed. 

Presentation by Flo’s Seniors – Health and Care Programs Network: Joanne Robinson explained 
to the committee that Flo’s Seniors supports seniors in the community - each year Flo’s Seniors raises 
funds through the sale of raffle tickets to support Afro-Caribbean seniors and families in need. She 
asked that the committee contribute $100.00 towards the purchase of 10 raffle books as in the past or a 
donation for which a tax receipt would be provided.  She also explained that this is Flo’s 5th year of 
being in business.  RVAC was invited to send a member of the committee to the honouring that will 
take place on the 26th of August 2023.  This will give RVAC further understanding of Flo’s year(s) at a 
glance. Motion 1:  Motion was raised by Hayley Millington that RVAC support the cause of Flo’s 
Seniors with the purchase of 10 Raffle books.   Motion was seconded by Edith Nganga - All were in 
agreement. (Carried).   
Motion 2:  Motion Raised by Carl Laguerre that an RVAC member in good standing be sent to 
represent the committee at the Flo’s honouring event - Seconded by: Beverly Brown – majority 
in favour (carried). Discussion – Carl asked that if the person needs assistance with 
transportation, RVAC should assist. 
 
Abigail Dingwall: Born in Jamaica but hales from Trinidad.  Global Development – Hired as research 
student for PSAC – she is conducting research around the strikes that took place this year.  Main 
question: Why did NCR members who did not vote in strike votes show up at the picket line – How 
does PSAC engage its members. She will be asking about 7 open ended questions. There will be 
confidentiality documents created.  A general call out will be made and they will move forward from 
there. She will also create a population sample. 
Conversation: 
Joanne Robinson Commented: Great seeing a young person amongst us and to see her passion. 
Hayley Millington asked: What is the premise for the project – response: Understanding what 
motivates people to answer the call to action.  Abbey shared her contact info in the chat –  
dingwaA@psac-afpc.com 
 
Black Class Action:  Doreen Grant-Thompson:  Doreen is working with PSAC national – they are 
trying to do a database of black members and allies.  Going to court Oct 16 – hoping to have more 
members in the database that they can share.  They will also be doing a mini survey on how PSAC can 
help their black and aboriginal Indigenous members. Doreen put her email in the chat so that we could 
contact her to do the survey – mimisgs7@gmail.com 
 
Question: is this about PSAC Racialized members having problems? Yes, this is what we are saying – 
reaching out to ask the issues because of the Black Class Action. Much discussion took place around 
fair treatment, promotions, lack of support from their local etc. for PSAC and racially visible members.   

Commented [MC1]: This is the term that Indigenous 
members asked us to use. 

mailto:dingwaA@psac-afpc.com
mailto:mimisgs7@gmail.com
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Another point -Why is RVAC not sitting at the table, we are overlooked when such issues are being 
discussed.  At the National we need to be a representative at the table. 
Prior to Black Class Action, RVAC was handling these cases. 
 
TREASURER’S REPORT: Although not on the agenda for this meeting, the Treasurer Beverly Brown 
advised that she will have a report for the next meeting. 

VARIA 
There was much discussion in regards to frustrations faced by member(s) in regards to PSPMs and getting 
assistance when being treated unfairly. Several members reiterated their concern that the this should not 
be the case. This became a platform for discussions in regards to RVACs role and ability to influence 
decisions made by Management, Components etc. 

NEXT MEETING:  

The next meeting will take place on Wednesday August 09 at 5:45pm. 

ADJOURNMENT:   

With no further business to discuss Sandra moved for an adjournment, seconded by Carl Laguerre – all 
in agreement. Meeting was adjourned at 7:36pm. 


