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Let me start by thanking everyone who attended and participated in our events in the 
National Capital Region over the past year. Your engagement and support have been 
instrumental in our successes. 

 

Indigenous Advocacy and Support 

I am proud to highlight our region’s strong commitment to Indigenous issues. For the past 
two years, we have supported local Indigenous artists and craft makers by distributing Seal 
Skin Poppies to our Regional Locals and members at conventions and conferences. This 
initiative supports the sustainable seal hunt in many Indigenous communities and 
provides income to Indigenous artists who create these beautiful symbols of 
remembrance. 

 

While Seal Skin Poppies are also available through the Canadian Legion for Remembrance 
Day, our initiative offers them at a lower cost. If you would like to support this project, 
please contact me at sonyadriscoll@gmail.com, and I will be happy to assist you and your 
locals. 

 

The PSAC has a long history of protecting and advocating for the rights of Indigenous 
Peoples in Canada and abroad. Indigenous members within the union work tirelessly to 
strengthen our commitment through research, education, advocacy, and awareness 
campaigns. Current campaigns include: 

• Truth and Reconciliation Resources: National Day for Truth and Reconciliation 
resources for learning and reflection. 

• Uncovering the Truth of Le Estcwicwéy̯: Supporting efforts to uncover historical 
injustices. 

• National Inquiry into MMIWG: Advocating for increased government efforts and 
raising awareness through the Red Dress Campaign. 

• Clean Drinking Water: Calling on the government to fulfill its promises to provide 
clean drinking water to all communities. 

• Still Thirsty for Justice: Highlighting ongoing issues related to water rights. 



• Indigenous Languages in the Public Service: PSAC and Treasury Board’s joint report 
on the use of Indigenous languages. 

 

Activities and Participation 

Over the past year, we have represented our region and participated in several key 
initiatives: 

• The PSAC Leadership course completion, and liaison with other OAC members and 
committee members 

• Environmental Racism Project: Panel discussion (photos available). 
• UHEW Bargaining Conference: Advocated for Indigenous members. 
• PSAC NCR Suicide Prevention Pilot Course. 
• Delivered Trauma Resiliency Training (UHEW Executives), and at the January 25th 

UHEW National Health & Safety Conference. 
• Advocating for our members to ensure the “mandatory” Indigenous learning series 

for public servants; including the CSPS courses are adherent and respect the truth 
and honesty in our history and our stories 

• Seal Skin Poppy Campaign (photos available). 
• NCR Convention, June 2024 (photos available). 
• Attended NRCC, and OAC events and gatherings. 
• Participated in various PSAC sponsored training sessions  
• National Joint Council Meeting, Fall 2024 (photos available). 
• Attended and co-hosted the Algonquins of the Kitchissippi Watershed event, held at 

the National Geographic Society building (photos available). 
• Movement is Medicine yearly 5 K Run: Promoted health and wellness (photos 

available). 
• The December 15th Odawa Food Campaign  
• Aqsarniit Trade Show & Conference (formerly the Northern Lights Trade Show) in 

February 2025 in Ottawa. 
• PSAC National Bargaining Conference  

 

It is crucial to recognize the changes ahead, not only for Indigenous communities but for 
all equity groups and workplaces. We must remain vigilant against attempts to cut or 
reduce critical programs and services. Now is the time to stand together and support one 
another. 

 



We have worked hard to reach our current level of inclusion and progress, and we must 
ensure that these achievements are not reversed. Let’s continue building on our efforts 
and advocating for equity, justice, and solidarity, as an injury to one is truly an injury to all. 

 

I look forward to continuing this important work with all of you, for any questions or 
support, please do not hesitate to reach out. 

 

To close, I would like to add that I have seen so much and heard so much from members 
over the years, when big assembles come around such as this upcoming PSAC National 
Bargaining Conference, I feel like that is when we hear the most from our leaders on a 
national front – power – strength and advocacy, yet the legacy of colonization and 
intergenerational trauma still exists, especially in the public service and as a visionary and 
a person who truly is dedicated to her multiple roles; I have a responsibility to move 
forward, to fix and heal a lot of the issues for not just our Indigenous members but for all 
members and I plan on being a Union activist for a long time and hope to see our causes 
come to fruition.  

 

We are headed towards some tough times in the upcoming future, and last thing that we 
would want is for Reconciliation and our rights to go on the way-side because of budget 
cuts. We don’t know what will happen and we need to prepare ourselves on all sides. We 
need to keep the circle of Reconciliation going and the fires burning and that includes 
training up, mentoring and allowing diverse representation within PSAC and give people 
skills, and opportunities to grow their knowledge base to develop our future leaders with 
the healthy fusion of our experienced Union folks.  

 

I always say that to keep a tree healthy we need to nurture the roots, 

Ullaakkut /Thank You | Merci | Nakummek | Nakurmiik | Quanaq | Matna | Qujjanamiik | 
Qujannamiik | Quyanainni | Quana | Máhsi | Mársı | Hąį’ | Kinanāskomitin | Meegwetch 
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